
 
 

 



 
 
Context: Retelling a story, changing the ending 

This story was written in two separate one hour sessions. The 
first session was on the same day as the reading of the text and 
the second was the day after. 
 
This is a clear Level 3 piece of work. It is a well organised, clear, 
imaginative piece of writing. The child uses very good vocabulary 
and has a clear understanding of the use of language. There is 
evidence of the correct use of speech marks, question marks 
and also basic punctuation. 
 
She ran out of steam a little by the end but she has sustained all 
elements of the story, including a concluding sentence. 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
Context: What am I? (Taken from 2007 Key Stage 1 SATs, shorter writing task) 
  
  

This is a borderline 2A/2B piece of writing which meets most 
criteria for 2A. However the language used is very uninspiring 
for this particular child. There is just sufficient detail given, but 
the task didn't really lend itself to writing an exciting piece of 
imaginative writing.  It was felt that this could be greatly 
improved with redrafting. Therefore it was decided to award this 
piece of work level 2B through assessment using the National 
Curriculum level descriptors for English rather than the SATs 
criteria. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
Context: The Amazing Pebble (Taken from 2007 Key Stage 1 SATs, longer 
writing task) 
 
 

 
 
This is the first draft of a piece of writing relating to the 
amazing pebble. There had been no prior learning or 
discussion of fantasy/magical stories. The task was 
introduced following the instructions laid out in the 2007 SATs 
teachers’ booklet.  The pupil was asked to think about story 
but no planning sheet was used. In terms of her writing she 
needs to add the use of speech and more interesting, 
descriptive language.  In comparison to other pieces of her 
writing in day to day lessons, this is rather uninspiring. It was 
however still deemed to meet the necessary criteria to award 
it a low level 2A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Context: Recount of a School trip 
 

This piece of writing was written a few days after the 
school trip took place. It demonstrated some good use 
of time connectives, but she is still using ‘on’, ‘and’ and 
'then'. The writing does not express her feelings about 
the trip and so she needs to include more personal 
details in her next piece of work.  
Overall it was decided that this demonstrated a Level 
2A piece of writing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


